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cala Offers LEGAL CONSUMER GUIDE, Tips on Hiring a Lawyer

Being a smart legal consumer can be the best weapon against lawsuit abuse
Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse (CALA) is kicking off Lawsuit Abuse Awareness Week (October 4-8) by offering consumers helpful advice when looking for a lawyer.  Too often, CALA cautions, certain lawyers are more interested in their fees than their clients’ best interests.

“We at CALA want people to avoid being abused by the legal system,” said Mark Cole, Houston CALA Executive Director.  “One area where we believe abuse can be reduced is in the process that a legal consumer goes through to hire a lawyer.” 

Cole said consumers are unfairly burdened by the consequences of lawsuit abuse.  Legal consumers should be aware of clever tactics by some personal injury lawyers that only help to increase the lawyer’s bottom line.

“Each of us must remain vigilant in protecting our legal rights.  And each of us should be equally vigilant in halting the abuse of our legal system,” Cole said.  “Legal consumers who are not informed are potentially vulnerable to manipulation.  On the other hand, an informed legal consumer can be a powerful weapon against lawsuit abuse.”

As part of its “Lost to Lawsuits” campaign during Lawsuit Abuse Awareness Week, CALA is offering a Legal Consumer Guide, which offers several tips on hiring a lawyer.  “Legal consumers need to know what their options and rights are,” Cole said.

The tips to finding a good lawyer include, among others, warnings about legal advertisements and ambulance chasing, as well as information about lawyer referral fees, checking a lawyer’s record, and knowing what you’re signing.

“By offering the Legal Consumer Guide, CALA hopes to help legal consumers become more knowledgeable and more confident when seeking legal assistance,” Cole said.

Houston CALA is a grassroots community coalition dedicated to making the public better aware of the cost and consequences of lawsuit abuse.
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